
It’s a matter of the heart  
 

Weekly Rhythm (Readings) 
Sunday 20 October 2013 

Pentecost 22 (Ordinary Time) Year C 

 
 Engaging with the weekly Lectionary Readings (Comment and Questions) 
 
Jeremiah 31:27-34.  Could this new covenant of the heart have its origins in the very synagogues that Exile may 
have given birth to?  The temple in Jerusalem was seldom visited by most Jews.  Now in exile they had an 
accessible place of worship.  They gathered regularly and involvement by the laity was far more extensive, 
prayers were offered instead of sacrifice.  Christ calls us to love the Lord our God with all our heart…  
 
Psalm 119:97-104 or Psalm 19 “The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.” (NIV) 
 
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5.   Paul’s strong encouragement to a young preacher in difficult circumstances.  
 
Luke 18:1-8.  In no ways must we liken the unjust judge to God.  The point here is the contrast.  God is just and 
willing; God is for us and not against us.  Therefore pray for justice, trust that God is working for us.  If we stay 
with the heart, we can pray trustingly when we realise the nature of God’s heart.  This realisation transforms 
our own hearts and makes us for others (for justice, forgiveness, service)  just as God is for us, and so we pray 
in partnership with a loving God. 
 
Questions for reflection and discussion (Luke 18:1-8) 
1) What unjust judges do we encounter in our life’s journey?  What are the characteristics of unjust 
judges? 
2) What situations make us shape our picture of God in the image of the unjust judge? 
3) The persistent widow had to twist the judge’s arm.  Do we have to twist God’s arm?   
4) What is the passage telling us God is like? 
5) What implications does the nature of God have with regard to our praying? 
6) The word justice features prominently in this passage.  What is justice?  What are we praying for 
when we pray for justice? 
7) Why do you think the passage ends with a call to faith? 

 


