
Weekly Rhythm 
Engaging with the Lectionary Readings 

Comments and Questions 
 
Jeremiah 23:1-6. 
God rejects the bad shepherds (kings) of Israel/Judah who scatter the flock. God promises to 
raise up good kings and a branch in the line of David to rule in righteousness. 
 
“YHWH is King. Jeremiah prophesies that God will intervene to provide new leadership, new 
shepherds (rulers) who will be true shepherds of the people—caring for their needs, 
establishing justice for all, and promoting righteousness beginning in the government itself. 
That’s why this new king or reign will also be known as "The Lord is our righteousness" 
(Zedekyahnu). That name, by the way, was partly an ironic pun on the name of the "puppet" 
king, Zedekiah ("The Lord is Righteous").” (Source) 
 
Questions for reflection 
 

1) What are the characteristic of bad shepherds (kings)? 
2) Who sends the good shepherds?  What might their characteristics be? 
3) How is Christ the good shepherd? 
4) How are we called to be good shepherds? 

 
Luke 1:68-79. 
The Song of Zechariah. 
 
Colossians 1:11-20. 
A hymn of praise to Christ, the King of all. 
 
This is a subversive hymn.  It is a challenge to the way emperors were perceived at the time.  
Christ rather than the emperor is the true image of God.  He is the King on a whole different 
scale, opening the way for all. 
 
For reflection 

1) Read this passage out loud and form a picture of Christ the King.  Then bow before 
the King and acknowledge this King as your King. 

 
Luke 23:33-43. 
Jesus of Nazareth, "King of the Jews," is crucified. 
Jesus shows us what a real King looks like.   A real king will be persecuted and face 
crucifixion but will still act in compassion and love. 
 
Questions for reflection 

1) When we think of a King who stand above all authority and power a certain profile 
comes to mind.  How does Christ fit into this profile? 

2) Try to describe how Christ reigns as King. 
3) How does/will our King win the victory?  (i.e. establish a New Heaven and a New 

Earth) 
4) How can we let Christ be King in our lives and communities? 
5) What steps will you take to move in this direction? 
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