
Weekly Rhythm 
Sunday 17 November 2013 

Engaging with the weekly Lectionary Readings 
Comment and Questions 

 
  
 
(Readings thanks to www.gbod.org) 
 
Isaiah 65:17-25. 
A prophecy of an entirely new world order inaugurated by God in which infant mortality is ended, 
everyone works and enjoys the fruit of his/her labour, and "They shall not hurt or destroy on all my 
holy mountain." 
 
Isaiah 12. (Response to Isaiah) 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  (3rd of 3 weeks.) 
Paul instructs the Christians in Thessalonica on the importance of work and avoiding the creation of 
an "idle class," whether rich or poor. 
 
Luke 21:5-19. 
Jesus foretells of the destruction of the Temple, warns against being misled by alarmists, and 
anticipates dreadful times in which his followers must bear witness and will be given words, wisdom, 
and power to endure by the Holy Spirit. 
 
The future is God’s future.  We are in God’s care and in the midst of crisis and persecution it is God 
who is our guide and foundation.  Note the words in our Gospel passage:  “and so you will bear 
testimony to me” “For I will give you words of wisdom” “Stand firm and you will win life.”  God will bring 
us through it all.  We do not rely on our own clever words.  He is the God of the new heaven and the 
new earth. 
 
See Paul J. Nuechterlein’s sermon HERE. 
 
Questions for reflection 

1) What kind of future do you anticipate for planet earth and all its peoples?  Why do you 
anticipate that future?  If it is a bad future, why?  If it is an optimistic future, why? 

2) How is God the God of our future? 
3) In crisis we are told not to forget our testimony.  What is this testimony? 
4) How do we rely on God’s words and not our own? 
5) What does “standing firm” mean and how do we do that? 
6) We are told to “start with the end in mind”.  How does the vision presented in these passages 

of scripture guide our lives today? 
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