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“The Ascension of Jesus is professed in the Nicene Creed and in the Apostles' Creed. The Ascension implies 

Jesus' humanity being taken into Heaven. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (Item 668) states:  "Christ's Ascension into heaven signifies his 

participation, in his humanity, in God's power and authority." 

Referring to Mark 16:19 ("So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken unto them, was received up into 

heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God.") Pope John Paul II stated that Scripture positions the 

significance of the Ascension in two statements: "Jesus gave instructions, and then Jesus took his place. 

John Paul II also separately emphasized that Jesus had foretold of his Ascension several times in the Gospels, 

e.g. John 16:10 at the Last Supper: "I go to the Father, and you will see me no more" and John 20:17 after his 

resurrection he tells Mary Magdalene: "I have not yet ascended to the Father; go to my brethren and say to 

them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God". 

In Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox theology, the Ascension is interpreted as the culmination of the 

Mystery of the Incarnation, in that it not only marked the completion of Jesus' physical presence among his 

apostles, but consummated the union of God and man when Jesus ascended in his glorified human body to sit 

at the right hand of God the Father.  

The Westminster Confession of Faith (part of the Reformed tradition in Calvinism and influential in the 

Presbyterian church), in Article four of Chapter eight, states: "On the third day He arose from the dead, with 

the same body in which He suffered, with which also he ascended into heaven, and there sits at the right hand 

of His Father, making intercession, and shall return, to judge men and angels, at the end of the world.” 

The Second Helvetic Confession addresses the purpose and character of Christ's ascension in Chapter 11: 

Christ Is Truly Ascended Into Heaven. We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ, in his same flesh, ascended above 

all visible heavens into the highest heaven, that is, the dwelling-place of God and the blessed ones, at the right 

hand of God the Father. Although it signifies an equal participation in glory and majesty, it is also taken to be a 

certain place about which the Lord, speaking in the Gospel, says: 'I go to prepare a place for you' (John 14:2). 

The apostle Peter also says: 'Heaven must receive Christ until the time of restoring all things' (Acts 3:21).”  

[Source] 

Put another way, the physical facts of the Ascension are far less significant than what the Ascension opens up. 

And what the Ascension opens up is the work disciples of Jesus are called to do between that time and the 

time of Christ’s return, a time known only to the Father (1:7). During this interim period of indefinite duration 

where there is much work for us to do, work fulfilling the purposes of the Father, guaranteed by the authority 

of the Ascended Son and empowered and inspired by the Holy Spirit poured out among us.   

 

Acts tells this story most completely. Ephesians comments upon the “immeasurable greatness of [Christ’s] 

power” the Ascension signifies. Luke lays out the nature of the work they, and we as his continuing church, are 

called to be about during this interim until his return—work that begins here, as it does in Acts, with a call to 

wait for the Spirit’s power to come upon us. “   [Source] 

 

Readings and comment thanks to www.gbod.org unless otherwise stated. 

Acts 1:1-11. The story of the final teaching and ascension of Jesus. "Wait until the power of the Spirit comes 

upon you ... then be my witnesses in all the world." 

Psalm 47  An enthronement psalm for YHWH, and a fitting response for this day. "The Lord has gone up" 

(ascended) here means that YHWH (and for us, Jesus), is Ruler over all the earth.  

Ephesians 1:15-23.A theological interpretation of the ascension of Jesus — "that you may know … what is the 

immeasurable power of his greatness for us who believe." 
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Luke 24: 44-53. An earlier version of the last words and ascension of Jesus from the same author. The 

ascension of Christ forms a narrative bridge between Luke and Acts and a theological bridge between the work 

of Jesus and the work of his body, the church. 
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