
Weekly Rhythm 
Sunday 22 June 2014, The Second Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Some commentary on this week’s readings, with questions to help you apply God’s word to your life: 
 
Genesis 21:8-21.  Isaac ("he/she laughs") is weaned. Sarah contends for his inheritance against Hagar's son, 
Ishmael ("God hears"). This is a story of jealousy, rivalries and mercenary attitudes.  Abraham sends Hagar and 
Ishmael away. But God provides for all of them.  “Although Hagar and her son lie outside the mainstream of 
promise, they are not beyond the activities of divine mercy.  The well in the wilderness is revealed to Hagar in 
her distress by divine agency, “God opened her eyes” (Peake’s Commentary of the Bible).  In this tale we have 
the main stream (the in-group) acting uncaringly and questionably.   
Is this sometimes how our church families behave?  Yet God works in the midst of it all and even those cast 
aside find that God is with them.  And their future is wide open.   
What does this tell us about those on the outside? (Perhaps you?) 
 
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17. An individual lament: the cry of one who feels abandoned by God. 
How does this psalm relate to our reading from Genesis 21:8-21? 
It seems the psalmist is struggling to trust in God. How is this struggle reflected in the psalm? 
How even in the midst of this struggle is the psalmist expressing trust? 
How does this psalm speak to you? 
 
Romans 6:1b-11. Baptized into Christ's death, we are raised with him to walk in newness of life.  Paul relates 
this dying and rising with Christ in relational terms.  We, as we identify with Christ, die with him.  It is not our 
physical bodies that die, but rather our sinful natures tied to rebellious desires.  We then share in a new life, 
also in relation with Christ. We have received grace so how can we then go on living as if nothing has 
occurred?   
We are called to “keep ourselves open to the true life in Jesus Christ in the midst of all the death that does 
surround us and would engulf us.”   
How do we “keep ourselves open” to this true life in Christ? 
 
Matthew 10:24-39. Jesus instructs his disciples as he sends them out on mission. 
Matthew’s Gospel contains a number of teaching sections: Chapters 5-7, 10, 13, 18, 24-25.  This passage finds 
its context in the second teaching section (chapter 10) which is focussed on the mission of the followers of 
Christ.  The chapter deals with the how of mission (verses 5-15), then some possible responses they (we) will 
encounter (verses 16-25) and finally the rewards of mission.   
If you were planning a mission in the name of Christ and had to brief your mission team, how would you do 
that using this passage of scripture? 
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