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Comments and questions about the Lectionary Readings  

for the 4th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A 
 

 
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 -- Abraham sends a trusted servant to find a wife for Isaac. 
 
“My father loves a good love story more than anything. He loves to tell us, his children and 
their spouses and his grandchildren, over and over again the miraculous story of how he 
met my mother, and how it was love at first sight, and of the lengths he went to in order to 
convince her that he was worthy of her love. Most of all, he loves to remind us that love 
itself is a miracle. It is the miracle of all miracles. The thing about love, for my father, is that 
you can’t make it happen. But if it does happen to you, if you do happen to come across in 
this life a person whom you can truly love and who loves you in return, it is nothing short of 
miraculous. It is, for him, God’s ultimate gracious gift. 
 
I don’t know if it was that kind of love that Rebekah and Isaac shared, but I can imagine from 
reading the details of the story that it is just the sort of love story my father would tell over 
and over again. He would tell his children and his grandchildren about how, somehow, by 
chance, by a miraculous working of God, Abraham’s servant just happened to run into 
Rebekah on that fateful day in which he was searching for a mate for Abraham and Sarah’s 
only son. 
 
Besides the miracle of love, a theme we might explore in this context as we consider the 
faith that has been passed on to us through the stories of the first families is the theme of 
radical trust. Abraham trusted God to work through his servant and bring Isaac a life partner 
with whom he would find joy and love and be able to build a family. Abraham’s servant 
trusted that if he prayed with faith, God would give him a specific sign that would enable 
him to identify the right woman for Isaac. Rebekah trusted that if she went with this 
servant, she would meet and marry a man who with whom she could build a family and a 
happy and prosperous life.”  [Source] 
 
Psalm 45:10-17  The bride is to be presented to her king. She is called to be loyal and to 
serve him.  Although we may not share this world view, see how this may relate to our 
relationship with our King, Jesus Christ. 
 
Romans 7:15-25a -- Paul reckons with the power of sin at work in his body. 
Our Gospel passage speaks of those who labour and are heavy laden.  How does Paul fit this 
description in this passage?  How does he indicate we find our way through this struggle?  
Now look at Christ’s words in the Matthew passage below. 
 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 -- Jesus reflects on the resistance of the people to John and 
himself, prays to God, and invites the heavy laden to come to him. 
 
This passage calls us into a wonderful invitation.  It is not limited: come to me all…  It is an 
invitation of grace: to those who are struggling, not to those who have earned or deserved 
the call.  It involves taking on a new “light” yoke: living in Christ’s Kingdom of God reign, 
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Christ living in you (as Paul would put it.)   This is true freedom, the way of living that we 
were created for, living our true lives.  This way of living grounds us even in the face of 
resistance. 

 
As The Message puts it: 
28-30 “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll 
recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how 

I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep 
company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.” 


