
Weekly Rhythm  
Comment and Questions 

On the Lectionary Readings for 
Sunday 27 July, the 7th Sunday after Pentecost  

 
Genesis 29:15-28 
The story of Jacob continues: The Trickster is tricked. 
What examples can you see in this story of people being abused, used and manipulated?  
Can you identify similar abuse in our world today?  In your life today?   
How does Christ give us a new model in dealing with others? 
 
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b 
The psalmist speaks about the mighty works of God.  How does he do this? 
If someone had to ask you to tell them about God’s might, His wonderful works, how would you respond? 
How do these things shape your life? 
 
Romans 8:26-39 
Last week—our groaning with creation as it longs with hope.   
“What we know about God in Jesus Christ gives us hope for the future.”   
How is this statement reflected in today’s passage from Romans? 
 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Jesus tells five short parables of the kingdom of heaven (mustard seed, yeast, hidden treasure, an 
extraordinary pearl, a fishing net) and describes the work of a "scribe trained for the kingdom." 
 
All these parables start with the words:” The Kingdom of God is like…”  As you read them remember what they 
are teaching you about.  After each parable try to complete this phrase: “So the Kingdom of God is like…” 
 

“No farmer would choose to keep mustard around long enough to grow as large as this parable describes it. 

And no Jewish farmer (or listener!) would have thought a roosting place for all of these dirty birds a good 

thing. But this is what the kingdom of God is like, Jesus says!  

 

In the parable of the woman and the bread starter (verse 33), three measures of flour would have made 

enough bread to feed hundreds of people! And bread starter had a rather ambivalent set of associations with 

it in that culture—both positive and negative. On the positive side, starter makes bread rise, and for Christians 

‘rising’ points to resurrection. Far more commonly, though, starter was associated with rot and decay, hardly 

positive connotations at all. So Jesus compares the kingdom of God to rising rot! How is God’s kingdom 

experienced as both resurrection and decay where you are? 

 

Commercial fishing practices as eschatology? What’s that about? And listen closely to the parable. The 

kingdom of God here is like the net, not the sorters (is this an echo, or even counterpoint, perhaps, to last 

week’s parable?) 

 

Jesus offers one final parable. Scribes trained for the kingdom of God are like a household manager who has 

treasures old and new to show for his labours. Usually when we hear about scribes in the New Testament, the 

connotations are entirely negative. They’re picky. They’re negative. They’re self-centered. Not so here. Not at 

all. Scribes, those meticulous preservers and copiers of old texts, are heroes in God’s kingdom.”   Source 
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