
Weekly Rhythm  
Comments and Questions about the Lectionary Readings 

 

 
Genesis 28:10-19a. 
Jacob encounters God in a dream while "on the run" after tricking his brother. Rebekah's favourite, he is on 
the way to join Rebekah's family in Haran (modern-day Turkey) and find a wife among her kin. 
 
In what ways is God’s relationship with Jacob affirmed in Jacob’s vision?  How does Jacob respond? 
 
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24.  
 
Romans 8:12-25. 
The Spirit witnesses we are the adopted children of God and heirs with Christ — provided we suffer with him. 
Creation groans with us and the Spirit within us while we wait in hope for the promised deliverance from 
bondage to decay, futility, and death.   
 
We must be careful to distinguish between Paul’s use of the word “flesh” which is sometimes translated 
“body” or “sinful nature” and our actual bodies.   It is the sinful nature which is left behind; our bodies are 
continued into the life in the Spirit and are “temples of the Holy Spirit”.   This new life reflects a new focus, 
from self to God.  We are now God imitators.    
Note that all creation shares in this redemption, which is yet to be completed. 
 
 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43. 
Jesus tells the parable of the weeds sown in the field and interprets the parable to the disciples. 
“How should we deal with evil?  The weeds were probably darnel, a noxious weed, which in its early growth so 
closely resembles wheat that it was hard to distinguish the two.” (Basic Bible Commentary)  How easy is it to 
distinguish between good and evil?   When does it get confusing?  How does this parable encourage us to deal 
with evil in the present age?  The imagery for the judgement is not to be taken literally.  If we took all the 
passages concerning the judgement literally we end up with an entirely confusing picture.  The judgement 
speaks of transformation, completion and the new life all being in God’s hands. 
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