
Weekly Rhythm  
Comment and Questions  

for 
Sunday 10 August, the 9th Sunday after Pentecost  

Thinking more about the Scriptures – their context and how they might help us lead transformed lives. 

 

With thanks to www.gbod.org for readings and initial comment.  

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28. 
Sibling rivalry moves from murderous intent to economic gain as Joseph's brothers sell him into 
slavery.  Thus begins an amazing story of the scapegoat being vindicated (think Jesus). This is a 
revolutionary story for its time - scapegoating was how the aggression and frustration of a 
community were dealt with, it was simply accepted and the victim hardly considered.  However this 
act of scapegoating is going to end very differently (again, think Jesus!). 
 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22,45b. 
This Psalm continues the Joseph story beyond the first lesson.  
 
Romans 10:5-15 
The connections between hearing, believing, confessing and calling upon the name of Jesus as Lord 
for salvation.  
“In these verses, Paul depicts the gospel as available to all persons, capable of saving all persons. Its 
availability is stressed by the idea of its nearness (see 10:8); no person in the Roman churches or 
synagogues was too distant to hear it.  The very words of Scripture that they cited in their prayers 
and liturgies (10:8) affirmed the grace of God that was the essence of the gospel.  The only thing 
keeping anyone from salvation was rejecting this good news (10:9-10). 
But the content of Paul’s gospel, as described in earlier parts of Romans and even in this chapter, 
needs to be kept in mind.  What Paul has in view here in the word and word of faith is not a new 
ideology.  It is not a set of dogmas that people have to swallow. It is rather the revelation in the life 
and death of Jesus of the perverted zeal of religious fanaticism, of the universal tendency toward 
rebellion and self-destruction that marks all people everywhere. 
The good news in this word of faith is that in Christ human rebellion was met by unconditional grace 
and forgiveness.” Romans Basic Bible Commentary 1988, Abingdon Press 
 
Matthew 14:22-33 
Jesus frightens the disciples when he walks toward them on the stormy sea. He tells them not to be 
afraid. Peter walks toward him and sinks, only to be lifted by Jesus. The disciples declare Jesus to be 
the Son of God.  
Water has two streams of meaning in the scriptures: The one, life giving, sustaining, refreshing, 
sparkling.  The other, destructive (as in flood, drowning) dark, fearful, evil.  By walking on the water 
Jesus demonstrates his authority over this destructive side of water.  He is the Lord of the waters.  
Peter is a strange mixture of believing and not believing, (sound like us?), but Jesus is there for him.   
The boat was an early symbol for the church and its mission of salvation (think the ark).   
Should Peter have tested the Lord and walked, or should he have stayed with the church 
community?   
Jesus brings him back to the boat and the mission continues. 
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