
Weekly Rhythm  
Sunday 17 August, the 10th Sunday after Pentecost  

Thinking more about the readings – their context and how they might help us lead transformed lives. 
 

With thanks to gbod.org for readings and initial comment.  

Genesis 45:1-15.  The other "bookend" of the Joseph story—Joseph, now second in 
command in Egypt, reveals his identity to his brothers and promises to provide land, food, 
and protection for the family during the famine and beyond. 
 
Note the joyful resolution to lengthy conflicts in this passage.  What hope does this give us?  
How is God’s plan working itself out in the midst of human madness in this story? 
 
Psalm 133.The blessing of living together in unity—a fitting response to the Genesis reading 
for today.  
 
The stories we have read in the Old Testament readings over the last few week have 
reflected divisions, competition, deceit and betrayal.  Now the psalm lifts up the blessing of 
living in unity.  This unity is seen in the resolution of conflict and the reconciliation between 
Joseph and his brothers.  What contributes towards this kind of reconciliation?  
 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32. Paul concludes his excursus on the theological connection between 
God's covenant with Israel and the Jewish-Gentile church with a strong affirmation of 
Israel's place in God's saving intent toward the whole world. All—Jew and Gentile—receive 
salvation by God's mercy and grace, not by merit. God's calling and gifts cannot be called 
back. Israel's place is permanently secure while Gentiles are like grafts of a wild olive tree 
into a domesticated olive tree. 
 
There is a need for humility all round.  Salvation is by grace, by God’s action.  God will save 
all of Israel just as he saves the Gentiles, by His grace.  
 
 
Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28. Jesus tells the crowd that it is what comes out of the heart that 
pollutes us. Then Jesus discovers great faith coming from a foreigner (the Canaanite woman) 
who won't take "no" for an answer. 
 
Canaanite: a descendant of the people who lived in Palestine before the Israelite invasion.   
After “testing” her, Jesus commends her faith.  This story opens the door to the Gentiles, 
they too have faith.  The church’s mission is to the outsiders.  
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