
Weekly Rhythm 
Thinking more about the lectionary readings 

ς ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 
 
Readings for Sunday, 5th October with thanks to www.gbod.org for readings and short notes: 
 
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20. 
In the hearing of the frightened people of Israel, Moses received the Ten Commandments. 
 
That, after all, is the point of this reading, and of these commandments. They are given by God to 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀme and glory in the world. This is why the first four 
commandments are specifically about our relationship with God. God does not make us capable of 
ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ōȅ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ōȅ ƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
showing us what a proper relationship with God looks, feels, and sounds like. It is an exclusive 
relationship, with no other gods (or anything else) permitted to take precedence in our lives. It is an 
intimate, living relationship, incapable of being captured in bronze, wood or stone without distorting 
it entirely. It is a relationship of reverence and respect, always. And it is a relationship designed for 
ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀōōŀǘƘ ǊŜǎǘΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴ 
creation. Grounded in this kind of relationship with this kind of God, we are then empowered to live 
in right relationship with one another in our family relationship, our marital relationships, and our 
economic and social relationships, honoring parents and the elderly, never killing others, never 
seizing what belongs to another, never speaking falsely against a neighbor, keeping faith with our 
ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻǾŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎΦ 
 
What does a life so grounded and bounded enable a people to do? The very first verse of the 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳΦ άL ŀƳ 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ 9ƎȅǇǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
about ensuring a people delivered from political and economic oppression and bondage could, 
among themselves at least, continue to live free from every form of oppression and bondage. 
 
Psalm 19.  
As thunder and earthquake surround the giving of the law, the heavens proclaim the glory of God. 
How big is your God?  Are you in awe of God?  How is this healthy/unhealthy? 
 
Philippians 3:4b-14. 
Paul declares his pedigree and accomplishments, but says none of that is as important to him as 
knowing Christ. 
 
List your pedigree and accomplishments.  What does trusting Christ in the midst of these mean to 
you? 
 
Matthew 21:33-46. 
Jesus offers the parable of the wicked tenants. After a farmer had leased his farm to tenants, they 
refused to recognize anyone he sent to collect his produce. They even killed his son when he came 
to them. Jesus tells his detractors, "The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone" 
(Psalm 188:22, Isaiah 28:16). 
 
ά[ŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
Pharisees in the temple. This week we hear the second and see their responsesτdeepened anger 
and a choice not to respond or act at that time because they feared the crowds who saw Jesus as a 
prophet. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2020%3A1-4%2C%207-9%2C%2012-20&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+19&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A4b-14&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A33-46&version=GNT;NIV;MSG


¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƛǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ άǘŀǊƎŜǘΣέ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǊŜŦusal to 
release the harvest to the landowner was because they wanted the harvest and the land for 
themselves, ultimately. They would do everything possible to ensure that outcome, even when their 
efforts ultimately made no sense. Killing the son was about the most ridiculous means to try to 
ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀǿ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜΦ 
 
Jesus leaves it up to his hearers to determine the outcome of the story. He asks them what they 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘȅǊŀƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǎƻƴΦ άIŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿǊŜǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǿǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘέ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ άŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǿineyard to other 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴέ όǾŜǊǎŜ пмύΦ  ²ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 
answer? Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. It was their answer. 
 
Jesus agrees with the second part of their answer- that the land will be taken and given to others-- 
ǘƘŜƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǘƻƴŜ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜΣέ ƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ όǾŜǊǎŜ пнύΦ ά¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƴŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŀ 
people producing ƛǘǎ ŦǊǳƛǘǎέ όǾŜǊǎŜ поύΦ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜΦ aƛǎǎ 
ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎƘ ƘŜŀǇ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊΣ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
ƘŀǾŜ άǿǊŜǘŎƘŜǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ǿǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ .ǳǘ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊd. When we miss it, 
especially when it has been so clearly pointed out to us, we have only ourselves to blame for our 
ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 
Source for notes on the readings. 
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