
Weekly Rhythm 
Thinking more about the Lectionary readings – joining our stories with the stories of God’s people. 

 
Readings for Sunday 12th October with thanks to www.gbod.org for readings and italic 
comments: 
 
Read Exodus 32:1-14. While Moses was up on the mountain with God, the people became 
anxious. Aaron led them to fashion a golden calf and to worship it. This appalled God and 
Moses. Only through Moses' intercession was disaster averted. 
 
In this story we see God’s relationship with God’s people tested.  God certainly has the right 
to wipe them away and start again (the story illustrate this).  But God’s relationship stands 
up to the test and he shows his merciful and gracious nature.  God is the God of new 
beginnings and second chances. 
 
How have you (do you) test God’s relationship with you?  
How does God respond?   
How do you respond to being given a second chance?   
How is God giving this world a second chance? 
 
Read Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23.  This psalm is one of a number that focus on Israel’s history.  But 
it has a specific focus: the sins, mistakes and rebellion.  We can only confess in this way in 
the light of God’s enduring love (see verse 1).  Picture our God always embracing us even in 
the midst of sins, mistakes and rebellion.  How does this make you respond to our God? 
 
Read Philippians 4:1-9.  Paul addresses the specific conflict in the community at Philippi 
head-on, calling the two chief parties in the conflict by name and asking for the assistance of 
Syzygos, their bishop (?), whose name means "yokemate," to help resolve it. The letter then 
turns towards its close, with exhortations to rejoice, trust God, and focus all thoughts on 
worthy things. 
 
This passage does not ignore conflict.  It must be addressed and worked through, if 
necessary through a respected mediator.  Even in the midst of this process Paul points us in 
a direction that would transform us and inspire our lives.  Spend some time firstly listing and 
noting his advice.  Then look at how you can apply it in your life.  Action some steps you 
intend taking.  
 
Read Matthew 22:1-14.   Jesus tells the parable of the Wedding Banquet. Those invited did 
not respond, so the king ordered his servants to hit the streets and alleys to invite everyone 
to come. One person came who refused to dress appropriately; he was promptly thrown out. 
The conclusion: many are called, but few are chosen. 
 
“…the wedding garment for such an event as Jesus describes would have been supplied by 
the host, by the king in this parable. Those arriving would have been issued the appropriate 
garment at the door. So, if persons were in the party but not wearing the garment, it wasn’t 
because they didn’t have the garment. It was because they refused to wear it! It was such 
refusal of the “qualification” after acceptance of the “invitation” that resulted in this person 
being cast into the “outer darkness.” 
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(John) Wesley argued, the wedding garment points to “the holiness without which no man 
shall see the Lord" (Hebrews 12:14).   
 
Wesley then goes on to describe what that holiness does not entail—neither the adoration 
of holy things, nor acts of “holy war” (persecution or worse), nor mere harmlessness 
(“Whereas were a man as harmless as a post, he might be as far from holiness as heaven 
from earth”), nor even doing all the good one can to others. 
“Yea, suppose a person of this amiable character to do much good wherever he is; to feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, relieve the stranger, the sick, the prisoner; yea, and to save 
many souls from death: it is possible he may still fall far short of that holiness without which 
he cannot see the Lord.” 
Nor is it even “attending upon all the ordinances of God.” 
So what is the wedding garment, “the holiness without which no man shall see the Lord”? 
Wesley cites Galatians 5:6 (“faith which worketh by love” KJV) and writes: “In a word, 
holiness is the having ‘the mind that was in Christ,’ and the ‘walking as Christ walked.’”  
Source 
Time for a wardrobe audit?  
How can you better clothe yourself? 
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