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The notes in italics are thanks to www.gbod.org 
 
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25.  At the end of the conquest of Israel, Joshua exhorted the people to renew 
their covenant with God. The people of Israel responded by reaffirming their intent to remain faithful 
to God and by recalling their history with God. 
 
The people of God had been tempted by idols.  What “idols” tempt you today? 
Every day is a day of decision.  What does it mean to choose God? 
 
Psalm 78:1-7 
A teacher of history is telling of the “dark sayings” or “hidden things” of God.  We must be informed, 
not forget and respond by honouring the law.   
Are you informed? Do you remember? Do you honour God?  
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  The lectionary selection is the second part of the "meat" of this letter, 
addressing the church's need for clearer teaching about eschatology. The first part deals with 
sexuality. Recommendation: Read the whole chapter! 
 
Here we see that we can trust God.  He will leave no-one out of the glorious hope we have in Him.  
The hope is that we always be with our Lord.    
What does it mean to you that God will not forget you or exclude you from his hope?   
You are included!  Not even death can part you from God. 
 
Matthew 25:1-13.   Toward the conclusion of his public teaching in the temple, Jesus warns his 
hearers to be ready like bridesmaids who brought sufficient oil for their lamps. 
 
We must remember as we read this parable that parables are stories that seek to make one point (as 
opposed to allegories where all the different details have symbolic meaning).  This parable has one 
message: Be ready!   
Are you ready?  Remember that being ready is not waiting at the railway station for the train to 
arrive.  Being ready is living out our faith actively and energetically in the here and now!   
How are you being urged to do this? 
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