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Daily Rhythm 
Making worship part of everyday 

 

Devotional Diary   1 – 7 December 2014 (Advent 2, Year B) 
Readings and brief notes for this week with thanks to www.gbod.org. Theme – God’s love in Advent.   
 
Isaiah 40:1-11. Three prophecies declare the hope of God's coming to rescue the exiles from captivity. In verses 1-4, a voice is to cry out 
"Prepare God's way" as a highway forms across the desert from Babylon to Judea. In verses 5-8, a second cry announces human 
ephemerality and the eternality of God's word. In verses 9-11, whoever may be keeping some sort of watch in Jerusalem, a city in ruins, 
is called to declare from the highest height the victory of God bringing the exiles home and sustaining them. 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13.  A response of thanks and trust in God's deliverance.  
2 Peter 3:8-15a.  The coming fiery destruction or purification of the world as we know it means that we now, in the face of that, must 
strive for lives of holiness. We are called to make the present age a place where righteousness is at home even as we wait for new 
heavens and earth after that great conflagration. 
Mark 1:1-8. The gospel begins with the ministry of John the Baptizer, calling all to repentance and baptism for forgiveness to get ready 
for the kingdom of the one to come, the one who baptizes not only with water, but with the Holy Spirit.    

Monday:  
Adoration Focus: Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his love in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Confession: Mark 12:28-31: “Of all the commands which is the most important? ‘The most important one,’ answered Jesus, ‘is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  There is no commandment greater than these.’  
This week examine your life using these two commandments of Christ.  It may be a good idea to write down some of the insights God 
brings to your life as you do this.  Pray that you may be set free to love!  
The Word: See readings above and additional comments and prayers. 
Seeking the Kingdom 
 Shared Focus: This week simply pray as God’s love leads you.  First pray that God would fill you with his love and then reflect on 
your world through that heart of love.  You will find that your prayers soon flow. 
 Personal prayers: (Use this section to list people you need to pray for or situations of personal concern that you need to bring 
before God in prayer) 
 Dedication: Lord, I pray that today I may love you with all my heart and with all my soul and with all my mind and with all my 
strength; and that I may love my neighbour as myself. 

 

Tuesday:  
Adoration Focus: “Love is a vulnerable infant reaching out with a tiny hand.” 
Confession: See Monday’s confession. 
The Word: 
Seeking the Kingdom:  
 Shared Focus: This week simply pray as God’s love leads you.  First pray that God would fill you with his love and then reflect on 
your world through that heart of love.  You will find that your prayers soon flow. 
 Personal Prayers: 
 Dedication: Lord, I pray that today I may love you with all my heart and with all my soul and with all my mind and with all my 
strength; and that I may love my neighbour as myself. 

 

Wednesday:   
Adoration Focus: “Love was when God became a man…” (A Christian song) 
Confession: See Monday’s confession.  
The Word:  
Seeking the Kingdom:  
Shared Focus: This week simply pray as God’s love leads you.  First pray that God would fill you with his love and then reflect on your 
world through that heart of love.  You will find that your prayers soon flow. 
 Personal prayers: 
 Dedication: Lord, I pray that today I may love you with all my heart and with all my soul and with all my mind and with all my 
strength; and that I may love my neighbour as myself. 
 
 
Thursday: 

http://www.gbod.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040%3A1-11&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+85%3A1-2%2C+8-13&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A8-15a&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A1-8&version=GNT;NIV;MSG


Adoration Focus:  “Jesus looked at him and loved him.” (Mark 10:21)  This is how Jesus looks at you today. 

Confession: See Monday’s confession. 

The Word: 

Seeking the Kingdom:  

Shared Focus: This week simply pray as God’s love leads you.  First pray that God would fill you with his love and then reflect on your 
world through that heart of love.  You will find that your prayers soon flow. 

 Personal prayers: 

 Dedication: Lord, I pray that today I may love you with all my heart and with all my soul and with all my mind and with all my 
strength; and that I may love my neighbour as myself. 

 

Friday:  

Adoration Focus: “O Love that wilt not let me go, I scares can take it in.” (A hymn of worship) 

Confession: See Monday’s confession.  

The Word: 

Seeking the Kingdom:  

Shared Focus: This week simply pray as God’s love leads you.  First pray that God would fill you with his love and then reflect on your 
world through that heart of love.  You will find that your prayers soon flow. 

Personal prayers: 

 Dedication: Lord, I pray that today I may love you with all my heart and with all my soul and with all my mind and with all my 
strength; and that I may love my neighbour as myself. 

 

Saturday:   

Adoration Focus:  “God’s love never stops searching.” 

Confession: See Monday’s confession. 

The Word: 

Seeking the Kingdom:   

Shared Focus: This week simply pray as God’s love leads you.  First pray that God would fill you with his love and then reflect on your 
world through that heart of love.  You will find that your prayers soon flow. 

 Personal prayers: 

Dedication: Lord, I pray that today I may love you with all my heart and with all my soul and with all my mind and with all my strength; 
and that I may love my neighbour as myself. 

 

Sunday:  

Adoration Focus: “God’s love stoops down to pick up the pieces.” 

Confession: See Monday’s confession.  

The Word: 

Seeking the Kingdom:  

Shared Focus: This week simply pray as God’s love leads you.  First pray that God would fill you with his love and then reflect on your 
world through that heart of love.  You will find that your prayers soon flow. 

 Personal prayers: 
Dedication: Lord, I pray that today I may love you with all my heart and with all my soul and with all my mind and with all my strength; 
and that I may love my neighbour as myself. 



Weekly Rhythm 
Exploring Scripture – joining our stories to God’s stories 

 
 
Isaiah 40:1 – 11: What similarities do you see between Isaiah’s context and ours?  What hope do these prophesies give us today? 
 
Prayer of Confession (inspired by Isaiah 40:1-11) 

 
“Prepare the way of the Lord! 

Make a straight road for him!”  Matthew 3:3 
 

Holy and loving God, 
we have dwelt in darkness 

and preferred it to the light; 
we have been proud of our accomplishments 

and despaired over our shortcomings. 
Smooth down the mountains of our pride, 

and lift up the valleys of our doubts. 
Open a path in the wilderness of our lives 
that we might find our way to you again. 

Refine us and prepare us once again 
for life in your kingdom. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. Amen. 
 

~ from the Ministry Matters website. 
 
 

Brave Wilderness Voice 

(inspired by Isaiah 40:3-5, Mark 1:2-3, Luke 3:4-6) 

 

O brave wilderness voice, 

prophet of the Highest, 

come among our markets 
and consuming passions 

and rebuke with your cry 

our modern addictions 

and frantic fashions. 

 

O lonely, rough-hewn soul, 

speaker of hard truths, 
axe our mad, fruitless boasts 

and viperous displays; 

call us to that repentance 

which we have deftly dodged 

under pious cliches. 

 

O smoother of crude ways, 
mover of black mountains, 

tread down our pampered pride 

and cultured discontent; 

straighten our twisted days 

until each childlike hope 

skips to meet the Advent. 

 
~ from Beyond Words, copyright ©  B Prewer & JBCE 1995. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2040%3A1-11&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
http://www.ministrymatters.com/
http://www.bruceprewer.com/


Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13.  A response of thanks and trust in God's deliverance.  
What deliverance do you hope and pray for?    

 
Prayers to further explore Psalm 85: 

 

O Lord, be gracious to us. 
Look upon your people with mercy. 

Forgive our sin. 
Bring us back again, 

as you have done before. 

 
Speak your word to us— 

a word of peace to those who follow faithfully.  

For we know, without doubt, that Your salvation is near; 
your glory fills this place. 

 
Let your unfailing love and truth come together among us; 

let your righteousness and peace surround us. 

Pour out your goodness upon us, 
that we may worship and serve you all our days.  

Amen. 

 
Christine Longhurst 

re:Worship 
 

Prayer (inspired by Psalm 85) 

 

Beloved, how gracious You are to your people; 

You restore their souls time and time again. 

You forgive their distractions 

when they wander far from You; 

You give them new life. 

Yes, You bless them and raise up new hope; 

You awaken their hearts to love. 

Restore us again, O Spirit of Truth; 

burn us with the refining Fire of Love! 

We cannot live separated from You; 

cast out the demons of fear, doubt, and illusion. 

Revive us again, we pray; may your people rejoice in You! 

Have compassion on your people, O Holy One, 

and grant us your forgiveness. 

 

Listen, O People, in the silent Chapel of your heart; 

and the Beloved will speak of peace to you, 

to the hidden saints, to all who turn their hearts to Love. 

Surely new life is at hand for those who reverence Love; 

O, that harmony might dwell among the nations. 

 

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 

righteousness and peace will embrace one another. 

Wisdom will spring up from the ground 

and truth will look down from the sky. 

Yes, the Eternal Giver will grant what is good, 

and the lands will yield abundantly. 

Mercy and compassion are Love’s way; 

You will guide our footsteps upon the path of peace 

as we recognize with open hearts that You are our peace. 

~ Nan C. Merrill, in Psalms for  Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness.  Taken from the First Lutheran website.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+85%3A1-2%2C+8-13&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
http://re-worship.blogspot.com/
http://www.firstlutheran.com/


2 Peter 3:8-15a.  How do you look forward to God’s coming?  How do you prepare yourself for his coming?  How does he come to you 
each day? 
 
Mark 1:1-8. The gospel begins with the ministry of John the Baptizer, calling all to repentance and baptism for forgiveness to get ready 
for the kingdom of the one to come, the one who baptizes not only with water, but with the Holy Spirit. 
 
What might John the Baptist say to us if he were to call us to repentance in our current context?   
Perhaps the prayer below might give us some clues. 
 
A Call to Repentance 
(inspired by Matthew 3:3, Mark 1:3, Luke 3:4-6, Isaiah 40:3) 
 
As streets fill with shoppers 
Bright lights and tempting offers 
Christmas songs and children’s laughter 
You lead us along a different path 
To a desert river and a Prophetic voice 
A call to repentance 
A call to service 
A call to immerse ourselves 
In living water that will never run dry 
A call to prepare a way in our own lives 
For the Saviour of the world to enter in 
To know the touch of tender mercy 
And rest in your forgiving love 
 
For your faithful prophets 
And your Living Word 
We give you thanks. Amen 
 
~ written by John Birch, and posted on Faith and Worship.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A8-15a&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A1-8&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
http://www.faithandworship.com/

