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The notes in italics are with thanks to www.gbod.org 

Judges 4:1-7. After Ehud's death, the Israelites again began to "do evil." The narrator tells us this is why they 
fell into the hands of Jabin, a Canaanite king, The Israelites prayed for God's help. God used Deborah, a judge, 
and Barak, a military leader, to free them. 
 
How does God treat us when we “do evil”? 
Who are modern-day Deborahs in your life? 
 
Psalm 123 
This psalm is probably written during the period when Israel were in Babylonian captivity, a very painful period 
of their history.  How does this psalm express hope in their situation?  
 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11.  The Day of the Lord will come at an unexpected time. Therefore, Paul exhorts us to 
remain sober, faithful, and hopeful, and to continue to build up and encourage one another. 
 
We are not God and we do not control his coming and goings.  The day of the Lord will surprise us! 
St. Paul gives the church five bits of advice: 
Remember you are all children of light (not darkness.) 
Keep awake and alert. 
Put on God’s amour. 
Keep your destiny in mind. 
Encourage one another and build each other up. 
 
See how he gives this advice in this passage and consider how it may apply to you. 
 
Matthew 25:14-30. Jesus uses a provocative, even offensive story in his description of the kingdom of heaven 
while teaching in the temple. 
 
God’s covenant people were expected to produce a harvest.  What does this parable say about God’s 
expectations in our lives?  How can we “produce a harvest”? 
 

Here’s a reflection on the gospel text, the parable of the Talents.  It was written by Bruce Prewer. 

 

Gospel Reflection 
(Matthew 25:14-30) 

 

How much wealth 

has the master given 
to my trust? 

Where best 

can it be put to work 

at a profit 
as faith must? 

 

How many gifts 

are now employed 
for his gain? 

Where best 

to use each aptitude 

though it may bring 
cost and pain? 

 

How much time 

have I to spend 
sharing love? 

Before 

the master comes again 

with expectation 
on his face? 

 

—Copyright B.D. Prewer, 2001.  Posted on Bruce Prewer’s Homepage. 
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