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Notes in italics with thanks to www.gbod.org 
 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24. To the people scattered in exile in Babylon (Iraq), the prophet Ezekiel declares the 
word of the Lord: "I will seek out my sheep… I will rescue them… I will bring them into their own land." To the 
Babylonian rulers, God announces that it is God, and not they, who will judge the covenant people, and that 
God, and not they, will establish a shepherd over them, a descendent of David. 
 
The leaders of the nation are its shepherds.  They receive from the sheep, in return they must care for the 
sheep. Sometimes (often?) the leaders fail in this call and neglect their call.  Here we see that God is faithful in 
his care as he gathers the sheep. 
 
How can we allow God to shepherd us?  How are we called to be shepherds? 
 
Psalm 100. 
 
What a wonderful call to praise.  God is above all.  He has created us; He cares for us (the shepherd.)  
We are called to experience the actual presence of God in his love, faithfulness and goodness. 
 
Recall your best moments of worship.  How did worship open your eyes to God?  What did it affirm about 
God? 
 
Ephesians 1:15-23. Paul reminds the Christians in Ephesus of the glorious inheritance of all believers. The same 
power that raised Christ from death and placed him above every imaginable power is at work on our behalf. 
 
This passage affirms many characteristics that are only to be seen in the expected Messiah.  This passage 
paints an amazing picture of Jesus.  As you read through it picture the Christ, and note his different attributes 
as listed here.  Are you called into worship? 
 
Matthew 25:31-46. The final public teaching of Jesus. At the Great Assize,” the final Judgment, the King to 
Come, seated upon a throne and surrounded by the angels, will judge all based on how they have treated "the 
least of these." 
 
Looking at this parable what would you describe as the nature of Christian mission and service? 
What is the criterion for accountability and judgement? 
How is Christ manifest in the hungry or the stranger?  What are the implications for us? 
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