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Making worship part of the everyday 
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Revised Common Lectionary Readings for Sunday 11 January 2015. With thanks to www.gbod.org 
Genesis 1:1-5.  Darkness, chaos, waters, and then the Word that brings order to them all; the emergence of light from the midst of 
darkness. The Hebrew reads "Day 1." 
Psalm 29. Floods, tornadoes, lightning strikes, devastation, and God reigning in the midst of it all — images of the awesome and 
dangerous power of God. 
Acts 19:1-7.  This story is a reminder of the influence and extent of the ministry of John the Baptizer — reaching all the way from 
Judea to the western shores of Asia Minor (Turkey) by mid-century (probably some 25-30 years after his execution). John had 
taught people to live differently in light of the coming Kingdom. What they didn't know was how the Holy Spirit would give them 
the power of life. 
It is probably no accident that Luke tells us the number of these believers was about 12, a symbol of the 12 apostles and the 12 
tribes of Israel, for Ephesus became the seat of apostolic ministry in and from western Asia Minor for decades to come. 
Mark 1:4-11.  While John's baptismal ministry seems to unite folks from Judea and all Jerusalem in confession and repentance, his 
baptism of Jesus "splits the heavens" (like lightning). The announcement of the voice from the heavens (like thunder) answers the 
hope for the arrival of one chosen by God to pour out the Holy Spirit. 
 

Monday:  
Adoration Focus: But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my refuge in times 
of trouble. (Psalm 59:16) 
Confession: In this week we end the old year and begin the new: Spend some time this week reflecting on the new beginnings that 
God is calling you to.  Todays suggested focus:  Baby steps (small adjustments). 
The Word: 
Seeking the Kingdom 
 Shared Focus: This week: Praying for nourishment for the journey ahead.  Each day pray for an area of your personal life 
that needs nourishment so that you may shine for Christ in 2015.  Relate this prayer to the confession focus above. 
 Personal prayers: (Use this section to list people you need to pray for or situations of personal concern that you need to 
bring before God in prayer) 
 
 
 
 Dedication: The Lord says, “I will never let go of your hand!” 

 

Tuesday: 
Adoration Focus: For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies. (Psalm 57:10) 
Confession: In this week we end the old year and begin the new: Spend some time this week reflecting on the new beginnings that 
God is calling you to. Todays suggested focus: Not on your own: rest in God. 
The Word:  
Seeking the Kingdom:  
 Shared Focus: This week: Praying for nourishment for the journey ahead.  Each day pray for an area of your personal life 
that needs nourishment so that you may shine for Christ in 2015. Relate this prayer to the confession focus above. 
 Personal Prayers: 
 
 
 
 Dedication: The Lord says, “I will never let go of your hand!” 

 

Wednesday:  
Adoration Focus: Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one who sustains me. (Psalm 54:4) 
Confession: In this week we end the old year and begin the new: Spend some time this week reflecting on the new beginnings that 
God is calling you to.  Todays suggested focus:  He paves your way! 
The Word:  
Seeking the Kingdom:  

Shared Focus: This week: Praying for nourishment for the journey ahead.  Each day pray for an area of your personal life 
that needs nourishment so that you may shine for Christ in 2015. Relate this prayer to the confession focus above. 
 Personal prayers: 
 
 
 Dedication: The Lord says, “I will never let go of your hand!” 

http://www.jamesnicolson.co.za/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A1-5&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+29&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19%3A1-7&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A4-11&version=GNT;NIV;MSG


 

Thursday:  
Adoration Focus: I will praise you forever for what you have done; in your name I will hope, for your name is good. (Psalm 52:9) 
Confession: In this week we end the old year and begin the new: Spend some time this week reflecting on the new beginnings that 
God is calling you to. Todays suggested focus: Awakening old dreams… 
The Word: 
Seeking the Kingdom:  

Shared Focus: This week: Praying for nourishment for the journey ahead.  Each day pray for an area of your personal life 
that needs nourishment so that you may shine for Christ in 2015. Relate this prayer to the confession focus above. 
 Personal prayers: 
 
 
 
 Dedication: The Lord says, “I will never let go of your hand!” 

 

Friday:  
Adoration Focus: The Mighty One, the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets. 
(Psalm 50:1) 
Confession: In this week we end the old year and begin the new: Spend some time this week reflecting on the new beginnings that 
God is calling you to. Todays suggested focus: New dreams… 
The Word: 
Seeking the Kingdom:  

Shared Focus: This week: Praying for nourishment for the journey ahead.  Each day pray for an area of your personal life 
that needs nourishment so that you may shine for Christ in 2015. Relate this prayer to the confession focus above. 

Personal prayers: 
 
 
 

 Dedication: The Lord says, “I will never let go of your hand!”  

 

Saturday:   
Adoration Focus: But God will redeem my life from the grave; he will surely take me to himself. (Psalm 49:15) 
Confession: In this week we end the old year and begin the new: Spend some time this week reflecting on the new beginnings that 
God is calling you to. Todays suggested focus: Not my efforts, God’s love expressed through me! 
The Word: 
Seeking the Kingdom:   

Shared Focus: This week: Praying for nourishment for the journey ahead.  Each day pray for an area of your personal life 
that needs nourishment so that you may shine for Christ in 2015. Relate this prayer to the confession focus above. 
 Personal prayers: 
 
 
 
 Dedication: The Lord says, “I will never let go of your hand!” 

 

Sunday:  
Adoration Focus: For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even to the end. (Psalm 48:14)  
Confession: In this week we end the old year and begin the new: Spend some time this week reflecting on the new beginnings that 
God is calling you to. Today’s suggested focus:  God’s grace accepts and loves you right now! 
The Word: 
Seeking the Kingdom:  

Shared Focus: This week: Praying for nourishment for the journey ahead.  Each day pray for an area of your personal life 
that needs nourishment so that you may shine for Christ in 2015. Relate this prayer to the confession focus above. 
 Personal prayers: 
 
 
 
 
 Dedication: The Lord says, “I will never let go of your hand!” 



Weekly Rhythm 
Joining our stories with the stories of God’s people. 

Rhythm of Worship // www.jamesnicolson.co.za 

Additional information about the readings: (Notes in italics are with thanks to www.gbod.org.) 
This week our primary text (Mark 1:4-11) focusses on the Baptism of Jesus.  As we begin our journey into the New Year we 
could not have asked for a better text.  Use this week’s readings to equip and send you into the year with a new sense of who 
you are who God is and how He connects to you and what your life’s mission is all about. 
 
Genesis 1:1-5.  Darkness, chaos, waters, and then the Word that brings order to them all; the emergence of light from 
the midst of darkness. The Hebrew reads "Day 1." 
Who is God and what is He doing among us?  Relate this question to our Genesis text.  What is God doing in 
these texts?   
How is creation an ongoing event?  How is God inviting you into the continuing work of creation?   
How might you accept this invitation as you journey in 2015? 
 
Psalm 29. Floods, tornadoes, lightning strikes, devastation, and God reigning in the midst of it all — images of the 
awesome and dangerous power of God. 
How does this psalm portray God?  Note the “voice of God”.   This theme of the voice appears in all of our 
readings this week.  This mighty God is with you and for you, and his voice creates, changes and affirms. 
 

A Prayer  
(based on Psalm 29) 

Glorious God, we come to worship and praise you in response to your voice that calls us to our home in you. We join 

with all the voices of the earth, together with all the voices of the heavens, to praise the glorious name of our God; and 

to bow down in awe before the mighty energies of our God, as we experience them in nature. 

Almighty and Unshakeable God, we hear your voice in its many tones and accents, and experience something of your 

powers and your strength in the surging waves of the seas; and in the swirling forces of the waves as they crash against 

the rocky outcrops along the shore. We sing our praises to the power of our Unshakeable God! 

Powerful and ever-present God, we praise your holy name, and listen for your voice as it continues to echo through the 

mighty canyons, and amongst the huge forest giants that wilt before your power and majesty. Your holy voice speaks to 

all creation in the thunder and lightning of storms; and in the noise of trees crashing to the earth like tiny twigs before the 

relentless forces of the forest fires and winds. 

Majestic God, your voice is heard in the wind and rain as they roar across the open plains; and in the rush of flood 

waters that sweep all before it. Even in that devastation, the voice of God is heard and nothing can compare to it. 

Mighty God, King all powerful, we are overwhelmed before such awesome majesty, and our response to the voice of 

God can only be to come in reverent worship with songs of praise that glorify and honour our holy and invincible God, as 

we bow in worship, and as we praise and celebrate our God. Amen. 
  

— written by Joan Stott, on the Geelong City Parish UCA website.   
© 2011 Joan Stott – "The Timeless Psalms" RCL Psalm Year A, used with permission. 

 
 
Acts 19:1-7.  This story is a reminder of the influence and extent of the ministry of John the Baptizer — reaching all the 
way from Judea to the western shores of Asia Minor (Turkey) by mid-century (probably some 25-30 years after his 
execution). John had taught people to live differently in light of the coming Kingdom. What they didn't know was how the 
Holy Spirit would give them the power of life. 
It is probably no accident that Luke tells us the number of these believers was about 12, a symbol of the 12 apostles 
and the 12 tribes of Israel, for Ephesus became the seat of apostolic ministry in and from western Asia Minor for 
decades to come. 
How would you answer the question, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became a believer?”  
What are the differences between John’s baptism and Jesus’s baptism?   
How does this reflect what John said about Jesus at Jesus’s baptism (After me will come…)   
What does “baptism” mean in your life? 
What might the significance of the twelve be? 
 
Mark 1:4-11.  While John's baptismal ministry seems to unite folks from Judea and all Jerusalem in confession and 
repentance, his baptism of Jesus "splits the heavens" (like lightning). The announcement of the voice from the heavens 
(like thunder) answers the hope for the arrival of one chosen by God to pour out the Holy Spirit. (In the scriptures the 
voice of God is related to the Holy Spirit.) 
What parallels do you see with the baptism of Jesus and the baptism of the twelve at Ephesus as described in our Acts 
passage? 
How do you relate to this moment of baptism in your own life?  
 

 

http://www.gbod.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A1-5&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+29&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
http://www.wesleychurchgeelong.net/w_resources/epiphany1a_2011.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19%3A1-7&version=GNT;NIV;MSG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A4-11&version=GNT;NIV;MSG


Litany: God of the Waters 

(Inspired by Mark 1: 4-11, Luke 3:21-22) 

 

God of the waters. Water of birth, 

moving us from safety into the world. 

God of the waters. Water of connection, 

engaging the playful Spirit, 

the passionate Christ, 

the challenging God. 

God of the waters. Water of life, 

sustaining, 

quenching, 

cleansing. 

God of the waters. Water of trouble, 

journeying us from here to there, 

from the known to the unknown. 

God of the waters. 

Birth us. 

Connect us. 

Live in us. 

Trouble us. 

— written by Scott A. Ressman in Immerse Yourself: Elements for a Liturgy on Baptism of Christ Sunday.   

Posted on the United Church of Christ website.  

 

http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/nlb/advent-christmas-epiphany/epiphany-worship-ideas.html


 

A Prayer for the New Year: 

 

"A new year stands on my doorstep 

ready to enter my life's journey. 

 

Something in me welcomes this visitor: 

the hope of bountiful blessings 

the joy of a new beginning 

the freshness of unclaimed surprises 

 

Something in me rebuffs this visitor: 

the swiftness of the coming 

the boldness of the entrance 

the challenge of a year's good-bye. 

 

Something in me fears this visitor: 

the unnamed events of future days 

the wisdom needed to walk love well 

the demands of giving away and growing. 

 

A new year stands on my doorstep. 

with fragile caution I move 

to open the door for its entrance, 

my heart leaps with surprise, 

joy jumps in my eyes, 

for there, beside this brand new year 

stands my God with outstretched hand! 

 

God smiles and gently asks of me: 

Can we walk this year together? 

 

And I, so overwhelmed with goodness, 

can barely whisper my reply: “Welcome in!”" 

— posted on the Sisters of Saint Martha of Antigonish website.  
  

 
  

 

http://www.themarthas.com/

