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Readings thanks to http://www.gbod.org/ 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

A song of hope to exiles in Babylon…. "Waters shall break forth in the wilderness, streams in the Syrian Desert… a highway 

shall be there. 

For reflection 

1) Imagine you are with the Jews in exile in Babylon.  You think back to your homeland: it is destroyed and the land 

is desert-dry. You are far away with your people, captive in a foreign land, forced to be part of these ‘foreign’ people.  

Surely the pendulum has swung too far to ever return to normal?  Surely this is it.  Then you receive these words from God: 

Isaiah 35:1-10.   How would it speak to you?  How would it challenge you?  How would it give you hope?  

2) Do you face similar situations of “exile”?  (Both personally and in the larger context of your life.)  Does this 

passage have anything to say to you?  How does this call fatigue you?  How does it inspire you?  

Luke 1:47-55  

Canticle (Song) of Mary. (The Magnificat). 

 

For reflection 

1)  Personalise this canticle.  Imagine that its cry of praise, wonder and worship is yours.  Then ask why you would 

sing out in this way?  Then cry it out again. 

 

James 5:7-10 

"Be patient . . . until the coming of the Lord."  

 

For reflection 

1)  “The central metaphor is one of farming.  Those of us who live in more urban or suburban settings might think of 

it as gardening. The moment you plant the seed in the earth, and even before, you are already tasting the juicy, ripe 

tomatoes, the buttery sweet corn, the complex musky tones of fresh broccoli, the comforting zucchini bread, and the crisp 

lettuces and spinach that you will enjoy in days to come - if you wait for it. Harvest too soon and what you will get will pale 

in comparison to what it would have become.” (Source) 

2)  What is the purpose of this call to wait patiently?  How should it affect the way we live and feel? 

 

Matthew 11:2-11.  

John the Baptist in prison sends a question to Jesus: "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" 

“Sometimes when people see John they are reminded of the last time God’s people had wandered in a wilderness—after 

the exodus from Egypt. John is all about wilderness. He preaches in the wilderness, and he wears clothes just like the 

prophet Elijah had worn. They think perhaps John is inaugurating a new exodus. Actually, that is a pretty good way to think 

of it. The Anointed One, whose way John comes to prepare, will call humanity away from comfort and status; He will call 

His followers to challenge their assumptions and the things they take for granted.” (The Voice Comment on Matthew 11) 

For reflection 

1)  How does this passage indicate that it is already happening?  That the time has arrived? 

2)  We are called to wait and yet we are also told that it is happening.  How do we live in this tension of the already 

and the not yet?  Do you experience this as a dynamic way of living? How does living in this tension shape our actions and 

inspire our actions?  How does it inform our hope?  
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